
     Year 5:   Autumn 1 
         
                      Dear Parents,  
 
Here are some of the activities we will be covering this half-term.  This overview does not include 
everything that we will be doing, but hopefully it will give you an insight into some of the learning 
which will be taking place in our classroom. 
 

English 

• Classic Fiction - We will be using 
extracts from The Jungle Book and Just 
So Stories to revise and develop key skills 
e.g. dialogue, understanding the 
difference of formal and informal 
language.  

• Persuasive writing – We will be writing 
letters linked to our Science topic to 
develop our understanding of audience, 
purpose and use of paragraphs. 

• Adventure Stories – We will be writing 
our own adventure stories based on 
Kensuke’s Kingdom.  We will also be 
using this text to inspire a range of other 
writing types. 

Mathematics 
 

• Place value – Knowing the value of digits in 5-digit and 6-digit 
numbers, comparing and ordering numbers and rounding.   

• Addition and Subtraction – We will be building confidence in 
using the column method to add and subtract 5 digit numbers, 
including questions based on decimals and money.   

• Multiplication and Division – Developing knowledge of 
multiples, factors and prime numbers.  We will also be 
developing our written methods so we can calculate larger 
numbers. 

• Statistics – being able to interpret and present data presented 
in more complex formats e.g. timetables and line graphs. 

• We will also be having a weekly session on Problem solving 
where the children will be focusing on developing their 
understanding of number patterns. 

PSHE / RE 
PSHE 
Developing an understanding of our emotions 
and how to control them and developing our 
independence and responsibility.  
 
RE 
Why is Moses important to Jewish people? 
This year children will be focusing on Judaism 
as well as Christianity.  We will be starting our 
understanding of Judaism with a greater 
understanding of the role of Moses. 

Science 
 

Earth, Sun and Moon –  
We will be exploring our solar 
system including 
understanding the relative 
sizes of the Earth, Sun and 
Moon and how they move in 
relation to each other.  We 
will also be investigating the 
phases of the moon and 
what causes day and night 
and the seasons.  

Computing 
 
E-Safety – This half term children will be 
looking at how to stay safe online with a 
focus on junk emails and passwords.  We 
will also be looking at how photos can be 
edited and exaggerated.   
 
Word Processing – Children will be 
developing their skills of word processing, 
including exploring use of different 
software for certain purposes. 
 

History / Geography 

 
Who was making history in faraway places? 

 
This half term we will be investigating the question ‘Who was making history in 
faraway places?” During this unit we will be focusing on the Mayans and their 
way of life which has influenced the way we live today.  We will be developing 
their own understanding of the civilization through investigating different 
sources and our own research.   

Art / Dt 
 
Food and Nutrition  
 
In DT, we will be sampling food and 
designing our own recipes for a purpose 
based on our investigations. 
 

Music 
Livin’ on a prayer 

We will be investigating the 
genre of rock this half term 
with a focus on Bon Jovi’s 

Living on a Prayer. 

PE 
Gymnastics –As part of our Gymnastics unit, children will be developing their core strength 

with a range of balances and counter-balances, as well as improving rolls, jumps and 
creating a sequence using the apparatus.  PE will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

*Note: children should make sure their PE kits are in school every day as we may take 
advantage of the drier days for PE across Autumn term. 

French 
The Planets - Children will be learning adjectives of colour and size to describe the properties of the planets of the solar 

system. 
 

Note: Remember, you can quiz on books that you have on your own bookshelf at home if they are on your Accelerator 
Reader level.  To check which level books are on go to www.arbookfind.co.uk. 

 

http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/

