
    Year 2: Autumn 1 2021 
                            What places make up the earth?     

     
Dear Parents,  
Here are some of the activities we will be covering this half-term.  This overview does not include 
everything that we will be doing, but hopefully it will give you an insight into some of the learning, 
which will be taking place in our classroom. 
 

English 
In English we will be developing our reading skills by reading for 
meaning and learning to read aloud with intonation and 
expression.  We will be reading and sharing traditional stories and 
we will use these to develop our writing by exploring many 
different genres; including writing stories, instructions and poems.   

We will also be developing our handwriting, ensuring it is of a 
consistent size and style as we prepare to learn to join our letters 
later in the year. 

In Speaking and Listening we will focus on listening carefully 
when others speak and learning how to use a different tone of 
voice for different situations. 

 

Mathematics 
In Maths we will be carrying out lots of mathematical investigations 
in order to develop our reasoning and problem solving skills.  We 
will be extending our knowledge of number and place value by 
comparing and ordering numbers and consolidating our 
understanding of tens and ones and number bonds to 10, 20 and 
multiples of 10 to 100.  We will also work on developing our addition 
and subtraction skills and each week we will work on learning our 2 
times table facts (including divisions).   
We will carry out work on money and shape and in measures we 
will focus on capacity and length.   

PSHE/RE 
In P.S.H.E our focus is Living in the Wider 
World so we will be considering our rights and 
responsibilities – making new rules for our 
classroom, the environment – thinking about 
how we can care for our local area and money 
– where does it come from and what we use it 
for. 
 

In R.E we will be looking at buildings, symbols 
and artefacts in a Church which are special to 
Christians. We will be finding out about the role 
of the vicar/minister in church and their clothing. 
We will also be celebrating harvest festival; 
looking at rich harvest/poor harvests. We will 
also be  

  
  

Science 
In Science we will be looking at and learning all 
about animals, including humans.  We will look at 
how animals, including humans, have offspring 
which grow into adults. 
We will be finding out about and describing the 
basic needs of animals, including humans, for 
survival (water, food and air). We will be 
investigating the differences and similarities 
between self and friends. 
We will look at the importance for humans of 
exercise, eating the right amounts of different 
types of food, and hygiene.  
We will be learning to ask simple questions and 
finding out that they can be answered in different 
ways. We will also be identifying and classifying 
according to our own and set criteria. 

Computing 
In Computing we will be 
learning all about E-safety; how 
to use technology safely and   
respectfully, keeping personal 
information private and know 
where to go for help and 
support when we have 
concerns about material on the 
internet.   

We will also be thinking about 
our presentational skills when 
using different computing 
programs.  

  

Geography 
We will focus on Geography this half term and the seven continents, 
five oceans and major mountains and rivers of the world. Our 
geographical skills and fieldwork will include the use of simple world 
maps showing continents, oceans, mountains, rivers and the equator.  
We will also be using simple atlases, satellite images of the earth and 
the continents and aerial photographs to recognise landmarks and 
basic physical features. 
 
 

Art 
Art is our focus this half term and our focus will be self-
portraits and caricatures.  We will look at the work of the 
French artist Honore Daumier (1808 – 1879) and create our 
own cartoon strips in the style of his work.  

 

Music 
In Music we will be listening to, and singing a 
variety of genre of songs.  We will be learning 
and using musical terminology including 
rhythm, pitch and pulse.  We will also be 
exploring percussion instruments.  Our focus 
song will be Hands, Feet and Heart.  

PE 
Our focus in PE is Games and Gymnastics.   
In Gymnastics we will develop our balances with greater strength control so that we 
can hold a balance for a count of 5.  We will develop balances on our front and back so 
that extended arms and legs are held off the floor.  We will also work on a challenge 
balance and use of core strength by exploring and developing our use of upper body 
strength taking weight on hands and feet – front support (press up position) and back 
support (opposite).  We will also be learning how to travel using different parts of our 
body; distributing our weight.  
In Games we will be developing and mastering fundamental movement skills such as 
running, jumping and throwing.  We will become increasingly competent and confident 
in extending our agility, balance and co-ordination, individually and with others in 
increasingly challenging situations. 
We will also engage in competitive activities against ourselves and others. 
 

 


