
Wolsingham Primary School 
History Long Term Overview 

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 Am I making history? 
Changes within living memory. How are we 

making history?  
(Autumn 1) 

How have toys changed? 
Changes within living memory – history on my 

doorstep 
(Houses and Homes – Beamish) 

(Spring 1) 

How has my local area changed? 
Significant people/ events locally – What 
made my corner of the world special long 

ago? 
(Transport – George Stephenson) 

(Summer 1) 

Year 2 Who has helped make history? 
Studies of the lives of significant 

individuals locally/nationally/ 
internationally, including comparison of 

aspects of life. 
(Autumn 2) 

Fantastic Firsts! Which invention could be 
considered the greatest? 

Events beyond living memory - studies of the 
greatest inventions.  

(Spring 2) 
 

Why do the British like to be beside the 
seaside? 

Changes within living memory and beyond 
/ Significant places in our locality - 

Understanding of the development of the 
seaside holiday in Britain. 

(Summer 2) 

Year 3 
 
 

How did prehistoric settlements 
develop? 

Stone Age to the Iron Age – a look into the 
development of civilisation from the 
hunters and gatherers to village life. 

(Autumn 2) 

Why did the Ancient Egyptians build 
pyramids? 

 
The Egyptians - A look into the beliefs of life 

and after life of the Ancient Egyptians. 
(Spring 1) 

How have the Greeks shaped my world? 
Ancient Greeks - Studies of social values 
and traditions which the Ancient Greeks 

introduced which we still use today. 
(Summer 1) 

 

Year 4 How did the invasion of the Roman 
army affect Britain? 

The Romans – A study into the changes of 
Britain following the Roman Invasion. 

(Autumn 1) 

What happened when the Romans left 
Britain?  

The Anglo Saxons - A study into the social 
hierarchy of the Anglo Saxons and their 

lasting heritage. 
(Spring 2) 

How vicious were the Vikings? 
A study of the reasons for Viking invasions 

and the choices they made.  
(Summer 2) 

Year 5 Who was making history in faraway 
lands? 

A study of the Aztec Empire – how it was 
built, how they lived and why it collapsed. 

(Autumn 1) 

Which Tudor monarch brought the 
greatest change? 

The Tudors - A study into the social impact of 
the monarchy. 

(Spring 1) 

What was it like to be a child in the 
Victorian era? 

Victorians - A study of the British Empire 
during the Victorian era and the effects on 

Britain today. 
(Summer 1) 

Year 6 Why was World War I named ‘The Great 
War’? 

WWI - A study into World War I 
(Autumn 2) 

How has crime and punishment / medicine 
changed throughout the ages? 

A case study of the changes in one aspect of 
socialisation across the eras. 

(Spring 2) 

 ‘A Magnificent Millennium’ – How did 
life in Weardale change 1000 – 2000 to 

present day? 

Weardale – A study into the develop and 
industrialisation of the area 

(Summer 2) 

Each unit will cover social aspects of the era including: reasons for invasion/exploration/empire building, invention, trade, government, religion, social hierarchy, 
lasting impact/influence on Britain today. 


